INFORMATION ABOUT THE

KELLER HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR

Dear Incoming Freshmen Singers and Parents:


We want to issue you a special invitation to become a member of the award winning Keller High School Choirs.  The counselors from Keller High School will be coming soon to Indian Springs, Keller, and Trinity Springs Middle Schools to enroll you for the 9th grade.  This information should answer some common questions that incoming students often have about choir in high school and also give you an idea of the activities in which the students are involved.
 *Why should I take choir?


Music is a science.  Many feel that singing is simplistic, something they’ve been doing since early childhood.  It is actually an exact balance of physical musculature, aerodynamics, and acoustics.  Music is mathematical.  It is rhythmically based on the subdivisions of time into fractions.  Music is a foreign language.  Most of the terms are in Italian, German, or French, and many of the texts sung are in Latin, Italian, Spanish, German, French, Hebrew, and certainly English.  Music is history and usually reflects the environment and times of its creation.  Music develops insight and demands research.  And above all, music is art.  It allows a singer to take all these dry, difficult techniques and use them to create emotion.

*Will choir fit into my schedule?


Yes, especially with the increased number of electives you are allowed in high school.  There have been many students who have been able to take choir all 4 years and still take the academic courses and other electives necessary to satisfy graduation requirements.  There will be some rehearsals after school but we will try to keep those to a minimum.  

There are 7 KHS Choirs:  Varsity Mixed, Varsity Treble, Canticle (NV mixed choir), Women’s Chorus (NV), Men’s Chorus (NV), Cadence Treble Choir (9th and 10th grade girls), and Tribe Show Choir.  The 2 varsity choirs (VM and VT), Canticle, and Tribe are auditioned choirs.
*Where are some of the places the Keller High School Choir has traveled?

Every year the choirs take a spring trip.  We have traveled to Galveston, Houston, San Antonio, Corpus Christi, Disney World in Orlando, Disneyland in Los Angeles, London, and Paris.  In fact, we are the only Keller ISD Fine Arts group to perform out of the country.  We traveled to London in March, 2007, to perform at both St. Paul’s Cathedral (where Princess Di and Prince Charles were married) and at Bath Abbey.  
We have been very successful at all of our music festivals.  In 2006 the KHS Choirs competed at the Buccaneer Music Festival in Corpus Christi and all the choirs won 1st place trophies and Best in Class.  At the 2005 Music in the Parks Music Festival in Los Angeles, The KHS Choirs brought home 7 trophies, including the Grand Champion and the Esprit d’Corps trophies.


We are planning on taking our 4th international trip in 2011.  More information will follow soon.  Jump on board and be a part of this phenomenal experience;  spots are limited.
*Is there a choir website?
Yes, log on to www.kellerhschoir.com to view information and pictures.
*What are some of the activities in the Keller High School Choir program?


The fall term consists of competitions for the All-State Choir, the Scholarship Concert in October, and the popular Madrigal Dinner and Gala in December.  The spring term consists of UIL Solo/Ensemble Contest, the KHS Talent Show, the Romance Concert, UIL Concert/Sight-reading Contest, choir trip, Spring Concert, Choir Banquet, and Graduation.  We stay busy but try to spread out the events so they do not interfere with one another.

*Can freshmen audition for the All-State Choir?



Yes!-if you are well prepared.  We suggest you attend one of the summer choir camps that teach the All-State music.  Registration forms for UT, Baylor, TCU, Tarlton State University, UT-Arlington, and other camps will be available soon or you can register on-line.  If you would like information on any of the camps, feel free to give us a call.  

*Can freshmen earn a letter jacket for choir?


Yes!  There are 2 ways to earn a letter jacket for choir.  #1 – Earn a seat in the All-State Choir or #2 – Audition for the All-State Choir and make a Superior rating on a Class I solo at UIL Solo/Ensemble Contest.

*Can I audition for the KHS Tribe Show Choir?


Yes!  If you like Pop/Broadway/Jazz music and dance well, you may be a good candidate for the Tribe Show Choir.  Auditions will be on Thursday, May 6, 2010, 3pm-8pm.  You must perform a song of your choice and be able to learn choreography (please dress with appropriate clothes and shoes).
*When will choir tryouts be?


All students who enroll in a choir class are members of the KHS Choir.  We will audition singers for the Varsity Choirs or Canticle beginning March 23rd  here at Keller High School.  Please sign up with Mrs. Epperson, Mrs. Mathis, or Mrs. Jones and be prepared to perform a classical song that will show off your voice.  You will also need to sight-read.


We hope this information has helped to answer some of your questions.  We want to encourage you to continue with your vocal education by enrolling in choir.  The Keller High School Choir is made up of a very special, dedicated group of people.  We are excited about our future and want you to be a part of it!


If you have any questions, please call us at 817-744-1572 or 817-744-1571.  We look forward to meeting you soon.

Chi-Chi King,





Josh Powell,
Director of Choirs, Keller High School

Assistant Director of Choirs, Keller High School
chi-chi.king@kellerisd.net



josh.powell@kellerisd.net
P.S.   Parents, if you would like to support the choir by being on the ‘Voices For Choir’ Executive Board, please call us at the number listed above or e-mail Mrs. Deborah Lowe, 2009-2010 booster club president, at dlowe89@charter.net.
